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AP CSOs call for inclusion of development justice in post-2015 declaration 

 

Include develop justice into this declaration - if not, please tell me where I should go to achieve 

it. 

 

This was the challenge posed by Eni Lestari, chairperson of the International Migrants Alliance 

(IMA) and member of the migrants constituency of the Asia Pacific Regional CSO Engagement 

Mechanism (AP-RCEM), to Member States of the United Nations during the Interactive 

Dialogue with Major Groups and other Stakeholders. 

 

AP-RCEM is a platform initiated, owned and driven by CSOs that aims for a stronger cross 

constituency coordination and ensure that voices of all sub-regions of Asia Pacific are heard in 

intergovernmental processes in regional and global level. 

 

Since the AP-RCEM's formation in May 2014, it has reached out to a broad number of CSOs 

and grassroots organizations such as the IMA for a more coordinated and effective engagement 

in various intergovernmental meetings. 

 

Lestari was among those chosen by the Steering Committee for the participation of 

stakeholders to speak in the dialogue. 

 

The dialogue served as the venue for civil society organizations to engage during the second 

negotiating session for the Post-2015 development agenda. 

 

Lestari grounded her speech on her experience as a migrant worker, woman, and one whose 

life has been turned around due to the impacts of globalization and neoliberal policies 

implemented in Indonesia. She was forced to migrate due to falling livelihood of her family. 

 

"Similar to others, I quickly found out that the promises of a better income and future were just 

fiction," she remarked. 

 

Based on her experience and the numerous more women and migrant workers, Lestari said that 

the post-2015 political declaration must lay out commitment and show the way to dismantle 

flawed global economic system. 

 

"It must lay out a vision for new global, truly democratic economic and political systems that are 

just, sustainable and equitable. We call this development justice," she added. 



 

Lestari then outlined the basic shifts that development justice requires: redistribution of wealth, 

resources and power; economic justice that requires a system that does not rely on forced 

migration and cheap labor; gender and social justice that requires not only gender equality, 

health and wellbeing but also ending patriarchy; environmental justice that calls to make the 

planet habitable especially for the marginalized, and; accountability that calls for governments to 

realize their commitments. 

 

Finally, Lestari issued the challenge for member states to commit to this kind of justice to usher 

in a truly equitable, sustainable and human-rights based development. 


