
Communique 

Asia Pacific Regional CSO Engagement Mechanism (RCEM) 
 
Seventy-five (75) representatives of civil society organizations in the Asia Pacific region gathered on 15-17 May in 
Bangkok, Thailand for the Asia Pacific Civil Society Forum on Sustainable Development. The meeting preceded the 
UNESCAP intergovernmental Asia-Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development (APFSD) and focused on consolidating and 
expanding the collective civil society call for Development Justice as central part of the post-2015 development agenda.  
 
A major milestone of the CSO forum was the creation of a transition mechanism for a new Regional CSO Engagement 
Mechanism (RCEM). The momentum to create such a mechanism derives from a series of discussions and meetings held 
throughout 2013 and 2014 in the region. These meetings have focused on the creation of a comprehensive and 
structured process to facilitate and coordinate Asia-Pacific CSO engagement on sustainable development with the entire 
United Nations system. This is a result of the Rio+20 outcomes, which has articulated the importance of multi-
stakeholder participation for sustainable development. 
 
During the CSO forum on May 15-17, representatives of the Transition Committee have been appointed based on 
constituency and sub-regional representation. During a one-year period (2014-2015) they will collate input from civil 
society on the optimal structure and functions of the RCEM. They will also facilitate outreach and capacity-building as 
well as consolidation and articulation of common positions of CSOs in the Asia-Pacific region in regional and global 
discussions on sustainable development. The Transition Committee is complemented by an Advisory Group consisting of 
individuals that have extensive knowledge on sustainable development and civil society engagement. This structure is 
expected to further evolve based on lessons learned and collective experience during this transition period and culminate 
in the formation of the full RCEM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The aim of the RCEM is to enable stronger cross constituency

1
 coordination and ensure that voices of all sub-regions

2
 of 

Asia Pacific are heard in intergovernmental processes. Thus, the RCEM will ensure that the 60% of the world’s people 
living in the Asia Pacific region are better represented by civil society and social movements in global negotiations and 
have a stronger, coordinated, and more effective voice in regional processes.  
 

                                                        
1 (1) Women, (2) farmers, (3) fisherfolk, (4) youth, children and adolescents (5) migrants, (6) trade union/workers, (7) people living with HIV, 
(8) LGBTIQ, (9) urban poor, (10) people displaced by disasters and conflict, (11) small and medium enterprises, (12) science and technology, 
(13)persons with disability, (14) Indigenous peoples, (15) elderly, (16) Local Authorities 
2 South East Asia, South Asia, North East Asia, Central Asia, Pacific 

Transitional Committee 
5  Sub-regional Focal Points, 
14 Constituency Focal Points 

Subregional 
Groups 

Pacific, North East Asia, 
Central Asia, South Asia, 

South East Asia 
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with HIV, (8) LGBTIQ, (9) urban poor, (10) 
people displaced by disasters and conflict, (11) 

small and medium enterprises, (12) science 
and technology, (13)persons with disability, 
(14) Indigenous peoples, (15) elderly, (16) 

Local Authorities 
 
 

Thematic Working Groups  
 

Advisory Group 



As result of a bottom-up and inclusive process, the creation of the RCEM has been initiated, designed and will therefore 
be owned by CSOs in Asia and Pacific. It will be an open, inclusive and flexible mechanism designed to reach the broadest 
number of CSOs, harness the voice of grassroots and peoples’ movements to advance a more just, equitable and 
sustainable model of development.  Moreover, it will be a platform to share information and best practices and build 
capacities of CSOs for better and more effective engagement in the future.  
 
Taking into account diversity of the Asia Pacific region and the limitations of existing institutional structures for civil 
society engagement, the CSO Forum in Bangkok defined 8 additional constituencies

3
, which are currently not included in 

the existing Major Group structure, as well as 5 (five) sub-regional groupings.   
 
At the UNESCAP APFSD, the RCEM served to coordinate the interventions and engagement of CSOs in the various plenary 
and roundtable sessions as well as for side events and informal dialogues.  This generated positive feedback from many 
UN bodies and member states who are recognizing the substantive contributions made by civil society at the APFSD.  This 
was a very encouraging preview of the RCEM’s role and contribution to the sustainable development agenda for the 
region and beyond. 
 
With the RCEM civil society can better advance their collective call for development justice - an agenda that calls for five 
transformative shifts of redistributive justice, economic justice, social and gender justice, environmental justice and 
accountability to peoples. 
 
For further information:  
Wardarina – Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development  
Chair of Transition Committee of RCEM.  
Email: rina@apwld.org 
 

  

                                                        
3 Fisherfolk; migrants; people living with HIV; LGBTIQ; people displaced by disasters and conflict; SMEs; persons with disability; elderly 

mailto:rina@apwld.org


Transition Committee 

Constituency Focal Points 

1 Wardarina, Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD) Women/Chair of TC 

2 Wali Heider, Roots for Equity, Pakistan  
 

Farmers 

3 
Paul Quintos, Ibon International  
 

NGO 

4 
Anusha Kumari, SLITU, Sri Lanka  
 

Trade Union & Workers 

5 
Frances Quimpo, Center for Environmental Concern/CEC 
 Masanori Kobayashi, Ocean Policy Research Foundation 

Scientific and Technology 

6 
Bernice See, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact/AIPP,  
 

Indigenous Peoples 

7 
Emani Kumar, ICLEI 
 

Local Authorities 

8 
Kabita Gautam, BYND2015 Nepal Hub  
 

Youth, Children & Adolescent 

9 
Gomer Padong, Philippine Social Enterprise Network,   
 

Small Medium Enterprise 

10 
Lani Eugania, PUANTANI, Indonesia 
 

Fisherfolks 

11 
Aron Ceradoy, Asia Pacific Mission on Migrant  
 

Migrants 

12 
Maria Lourdes Marin, Coalition of Asia-Pacific Regional Networks on HIV/AIDS, 
 

People Living with HIV 

13 
Helen Hakena, Leitana Nehan Women Development Agency, Papua New Guinea   
 

People in Conflict and 
Disaster Area 

14 
Rudolf Bastian Tampubolon, GCAP SENCAP 
 

LGBTIQ 

Sub-Region Focal Point 

1 
Ranja Sengupta, Third World Network  
 

South Asia 

2 
Ahmad Syamsul Hadi, WALHI, Indonesia 
 

 
Southeast Asia 

3 
Cai Yi Ping, DAWN, China  
 

East Asia 

4 
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum of Women's NGO of Kyrygysztan  
 

Central Asia 

5 
Alaipuke Esau, Pacific Youth Council 
 

 
Pacific 

 
Advisory Group  

1. Elenita Dano, Erosion, Technology and Concentration (ETC) Group  
 

2. Uchita de Zoysa, Center for Environment and Development (CED) 
 

3. Marjorie Pamintuan, Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN) 
 

4. Yoke Ling Chee, Third World Network (TWN) 
 

5. Meena Bilgi, Women Organising for Change in Agriculture (WOCAN) 
 

6 Simon Olsen, Institute for Global Environment Strategies, (IGES) 
 

7. Isagani R. Serrano, Social Watch Philippines/Philippines Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) 
 

8. Karin Fernando, Center for Poverty Analysis (CEPA) 
 

 


